
MINUTES 
THORNTON VETERANS’ MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 

December 4, 2006 
 

 
 

Attendees: Tony Hake   Randy Bishop 
            Charlene Branaugh                 Karen Bishop 

  Jim Branaugh   Linda Wisniewski 
  Bobby Heller                 Eva Henry 
                        Tammy William 
   
 
1. The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
2. Minutes were read and accepted. 
3. Membership Report 

a. Nothing New to Report 
4    Treasurers Report 

a.   As of 11-30-06 we have $1133.33. Tammy will make deposit of $267.47     
Giving us a balance of $1520.76. 

b. We have sold 4 bricks, one from the web site, 3 from mail in. 
5. Web Site 

a. Nothing new to Report 
b. Randy Bishop suggested we post how many bricks we have sold. We decided 

to wait until we have a few more sold. 
6. Design Committee 

a. Greg was not available but he met with SI Veteran Memorials, the city and the 
engineers. We should know something next week if all agree on the design 
and if everything can be done the way we want. 

7. Old Business 
a. Our name is now on the IRS’s web site. Kathy Grossman is aware of it and 

the Wal-Mart grant is proceeding 
b. The Veterans Day ceremony went very well. The city is estimating 250-300 

people showed up. Stan Cooper and Jim Branaugh did a great job representing 
the Veterans Memorial. 

c. The ceremony downtown also went very well, Bobby Heller handed out 
several brick orders and talked to some Thornton residents about the 
Memorial.  

d. The DVD of the Veteran’s slide show is available at the Recreation Center for 
$5.00. While supply lasts.  

8. New Business 
a. Randy Bishop and Tony Hake met with Mike Coffman, the Secretary of State 

elect. He was very impressed with the project and he might be coming aboard 
as an honorary chairperson.  

b. Tony Hake brought up the concerns of the city and of Jack Ethredge of the 
parking capacity of our selected site.  



i. Bobby Heller spoke of the Memorial Downtown and lack of parking 
for it and it still works.  

ii. He suggested parking on the streets by the park, and leaving the 
parking spots for the handicapped in the case of an event.  

iii. There shouldn’t be more than 2-3 events a year.  
iv. We could use a golf cart to shuttle people if needed.  
v. There is no parking for the Marine Memorial in Golden.  

vi. Washington DC also doesn’t have parking for any of their memorials.  
vii. Harvestfest also does not have adequate parking but people still show 

up for it every year.  
viii. We could shuttle people from the King Soopers parking lot and from 

Horizon High School.  
ix. It is the highest spot in Thornton and that means something.  
x. Also how will it look like from a marketing point of view since we 

have told everyone we had the site picked out?  
xi. This site will have the intimacy that we wanted along with the space 

for the few ceremonies we might be having.  
xii. Randy Bishop mentioned that Mike Coffman was really impressed 

with the view and that it was a great selling point.  
xiii. Tony is having a meeting next Wednesday with Jack Etheredge and 

Mike Soderberg to discuss this issue. 
c. Jim Branaugh had a question about where the brick donations go. Is there a 

separate account for building? We need a building account and an operating 
account. It was decided to put the money into a savings account that will 
collect interest on our building account. 

d. Randy Bishop suggested a “start up” kit for our honorary chairpersons like 
Mike Coffman. We have to decide what we want to put in it. 

e. The organization chart that Tony Hake passed out was voted on and approved 
with the only change of adding Grants/Grant writing under fundraising. 

f. Jim Branaugh, Tammy William and Linda Wisniewski are going to try to get 
a fundraiser together for sometime in February.  

9. The next meeting is scheduled for January 8, 2006 at 7:00 PM. Marty Wisniewski 
needs to book the room for us for the next year. 

10. Linda Wisniewski moved that the meeting be closed. Karen Bishop seconded the 
motion.  

 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Linda Wisniewski 
Secretary 


